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Objectives

- Inform
- Educate
- Assist
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Attacks on Faith-Base Organizations
SOURCE:  Carl Chinn, Author/Researcher, former employee Focus on the Family
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Faith-Based Incidents 1999-2015
Total Incidents 1,198 Percentage
Fatalities 364 30%

Gun 703 59%
Other 192 16%
Knife 199 17%
Explosives 69 6%

SOURCE:  Carl Chinn, Author, Researcher, former employee of Focus on the Family
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Male 1,116 91%

Female 106 9%

Affiliation (member, former
member, volunteer) 276 23%

SOURCE:  Carl Chinn, Author, Researcher, former employee of Focus on the Family
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Inside 357 30%

Outside 828 70%

During an Event 471 40%

During off-hours 703 60%

Single Attacker 694 73%

Multiple Attacker 260 27%

SOURCE:  Carl Chinn, Author, Researcher, former employee of Focus on the Family
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- 40% ended in shooter committing suicide 

- 60% were over before Police arrived

- 13% ended with civilians restraining
shooter

Misc. Highlights
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Can it happen here?
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SOURCE:  www.shootingtracker.com

TOTAL:  353 (14 in NC)
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DATE CITY EVENT KILLED INJURED

January 11, 2015 Hope Mills Birthday party 2 5

April 13, 2015 Goldsboro Wayne Comm. College 1 0

April 18, 2015 Charlotte Birthday party 0 4

April 18, 2015 Lumberton Mobile home park – 6 year old shot 1 3

June 20, 2015 Morven Nightclub shooting 0 4

July 19, 2015 Rocky Mount US Hwy 64 – car shooting at car 0 4

August 8, 2015 Gastonia Neighbors dispute 2 3

August 21, 2015 Durham Drive-by 0 8

September 5, 2015 Charlotte Birthday party – 7 year old killed 1 3

September 11, 2015 Charlotte NC Music Factory 0 5

October 10, 2015 Charlotte House party 0 4

October 25, 2015 Four Oaks House party 0 5

November 1, 2015 Winston-Salem Winston-Salem State Univ. 1 1

December 20, 2015 Wilmington Gang related 1 4

2015 NC Mass Shooting
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of Public Safety - David Hunt (62), March 2010

• Murdered his estranged 
wife Sherry

• Both attended same church 
prior to the murder

- Lewis J. Arney (50), August 2014

• Grace Episcopal church, Morganton
• Monday morning
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- Justin Sullivan (19), June 2015
• Self-described ‘Mujahid” (Warrior/Crusader)

• ISIS Supporter

• Charged w/ murder of 
John Bailey Clark in 2014

• Planned to “Kill 1,000
people” in burke county

• “The war is here”

- John Anthony Reeves (33), October 2015
• Domestic Situation that evolved into threats to shoot 

girlfriend, Sheriff, Deputies and a church in Burke County



Morganton 

Department

of Public Safety

So what do we do?

- Emergency Operations Plan
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L O C A T I O N

Crime Triangle
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Crime Prevention Through 
Environmental Design

Strategic Design & Effective Use of 
building aesthetics helps reduce crime

- Proper lighting

- Doors & Locks (access control)

- Alarms

- Make it harder for crime to occur
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Emergency Operations Plan

- Identify potential threats
-- Assess & Prioritize threats

- Form a Security Team/Committee
-- Establish means of communication, i.e., 

walkie-talkies, alarms, etc.
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- Implement the Plan
-- Train Security team members

--- 2-4 person teams
-- Share with congregations

- Develop Plan to address threats
-- Communication is CRUCIAL

- Review annually & make
edits as needed
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What to do if attacked

On average it takes Law Enforcement 
3-4 minutes to arrive and then 2-3
minutes to assess situation:

Meaning: you’re on your own for 
first 5 minutes

Pinelake Nursing Home Shooting, 
Carthage, NC – March 2009
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What to do if attacked
How People React;

• Common when confronted with a threat to first deny
rather than respond. World Trade Center 9/11/2001;
people close to the affected floors waited longer to
start evacuating than those on unaffected floors.

• Virginia Tech Univ. shooting, individuals on campus 
responded with varying degrees of Urgency; reinforcing 
the ‘delayed response/denial’.  For example, some report 
hearing firecrackers when they actually heard gunfire. 

REMEDY: Train congregants/staff to skip denial and
to respond immediately.
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What to do if attacked
#1 – RUN (Evacuate)
- If there’s an accessible escape path attempt to evacuate. Be sure to:

• Have an escape route and plan in mind

• Evacuate regardless of whether others agree to follow

• Leave your belongings behind

• Help others escape, if possible

• Prevent individuals from entering area

• Keep your hands visible

• Follow the instructions of any police officers

• Do not attempt to move wounded people

• Call 911 when you are safe
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- If evacuation is not possible, find a place to hide

- Turn off lights

- Stay out of view

- Don’t trap yourself or restrict options 
for movement 

- Lock door(s) if possible

- Block door(s) with furniture if possible

- Call 911 when possible; leave line open

What to do if attacked
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What to do if attacked

#3 – FIGHT (Take Action)

- As a last resort & only when life is in danger

- Find “weapons of opportunity” to throw/use

- attempt to disrupt/incapacitate the shooter

- Act as aggressively as possible

- Yell/Scream

- Act with as much physical aggression as possible

- Whatever you choose, COMMIT TO IT!!!
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Physiological Response to FIGHT

Body Alarm Response (B.A.R.):

Stage #1 - Alarm

Body releases hormones causing:
- Rapid heartbeat/breathing, elevated blood pressure
- The body is preparing itself for stage #2

Stage #2 - Resistance

Brian releases more hormones (Fight or Flight mode)
- moves blood & oxygen to needed areas
- Adrenalin dump occurs to promote survival
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Physiological Response to FIGHT

Stage #3 – fatigue/Exhaustion
Correlates with Resistance Stage
The longer and more severe the Resistance, the more
more Fatigue the body feels
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Common Symptoms of B.A.R.

• Tunnel vision

• Auditory Exclusion

• Loss of Fine Motor Skills

• Mental Confusion
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People under B.A.R. can be difficult to Communicate with

Tips for Communication:

• Speak loudly and make eye contact

• Be clear and brief

• Keep hands visible at all times, pointing in the
direction of the threat

Always Follow Officers Commands
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When Law Enforcement arrives:

- Drop items in your hands, i.e. phone, etc. 

- Raise hands and spread fingers 

- Avoid sudden movements toward officers 

- Avoid screaming or yelling 

- Provide information about shooter

- You will be searched for weapons 

- First Officers on-scene will not help 
the wounded, they will eliminate threat
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Reunification

- Have a pre-determined location for 
parents to reunify with their children

- Emergency Contacts on file
-- Mass notifications, i.e., phonetree

- Transportation

- Unaccompanied Children, i.e., Bus ministry



• Communication is CRUCIAL to saving lives

• have multiple communications options 

• Use any communication means available

• Do not rely on others to relay critical information

• Do not make assumptions of who knows what
• As leaders, Do Not assume others know 

what you know

• Do not assume you know everything you need to know

• Establish a liaison with first responder/command post 

Lessons Learned from previous Incidents
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Questions
& Answers
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